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Homelessness is running rampant. In New York City, the
number of men, women and children crammed into
shelters and welfare hotels has reached record numbers.
The homeless census now stands at 34,500 in New York
City - 6,000 more homeless than in the bleakest days of
the late 1980s, when the face of New York's poor became
the national symbol of urban poverty. And although the
problem seems overbearing in the Big Apple, it certainly
isn't confined there. Throughout the entire country, record
numbers of homeless families sought shelter last summer,
in numbers typically seen only during the harshest winter
months.
A recent report found that requests for homeless shelter
have increased by an average of 13%, with some shelters
operating at 130% capacity in cities such as Boston.
Moreover, countless homeless turn away from the
shelters, because of their often rampant crime, fending for
themselves on the streets - building small makeshift
homes and communities in public parks, under bridges,
and along rivers. It is clear, now more than ever, that the
problems of homelessness in our cities will soon become
overbearing, and drastic measures will need to be taken.
It is not surprising that homelessness has reached such
staggering levels. Often, the general public easily blocks
out issues of poverty and need - going about everyday
routine without much notice to deeper, darker societal
realities. All the while, our government refuses to commit
money to long-term housing solutions, but continues to
spend millions on temporary, emergency programs that
simply keep homeless families out of sight - as there is
little to no demand from the voting public to do otherwise.
We pass off the homeless as worthless to our society beggars who just don't care to exert the energy finding a
"real job." Adding to this misconception is our notion of
professional human worth - the perception that anyone not
working within a Profession is somehow of less
importance to humanity (i.e. hard-laborers, craftsman,
musicians, artists). The Humanity and Individuality is
stripped from the less fortunate in the eyes of most
Professional people as they walk down the street each
day.
The sad reality is that many homeless are, in fact,
employed, recently laid off, or trying to escape from
abusive situations - and they simply have no means to
support their children. A record 8,400 homeless families
are presently in the New York City shelter system.
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